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UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO PROFESSOR AWARDED
1990 PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

USD's Judy Liu is no stranger to recognition.

The young

Sociology Department dynamo was recently awarded the national
Sears Award for Excellence in Teaching, USD's senior class
voted her Professor of the Year in 1988, and now she is being
recognized as the 1990 California Professor of the Year by the
Council for the Advancement and Support of Education (CASE),
the nation's largest association of educational institutions.
Professor Liu was chosen from a field of 537 nominees for

((

this coveted award.

Thanks to the generous support of the

Merck Company Foundation, Dr. Liu will receive a cash award of
$1,000.
Expressing shock at the news of her latest award, Dr. Liu
reiterates that to her, teaching is not a job.
a profession.

"It's not even

For me it's a labor of love, it's something I

like to do."
An innovator and risk-taker, Dr. Liu challenges her
students to learn through a number of techniques, including
team teaching and experiential education.
-more-

Team teaching at USD involves a group of faculty members,
often from different disciplines, who teach one course as a
team.

For Dr. Liu, it provides a refreshing way to teach and

learn.

"Team teaching is exciting.

It's creative.

It's not

only is a way to meet people from across campus, but also to
keep from stagnating in one little field."
Always on the lookout for new ways to keep her students'
attention, Dr. Liu adds that through team teaching "you also
get exposed to different teaching styles."
A graduate of UCSD, Dr. Liu credits that institution, and
the 60's with inculcating her with experiential education.
She adds that it is important for her to show students that
their classes are relevant to life in the outside world.

"I

want to get converts who want to get actively involved, who
are interest in trying this, willing to take risks.

Working

with Catholic Community Services, with the homeless, working
with underprivileged populations."
She adamantly denies that she is trying to change
students' values system.

"Sometimes it may be challenging

them, but the goal is to make them comfortable with their
beliefs.

I am only out there to give them an appreciation

that there are always different sides to a controversy."
A native of Brooklyn, New York, Judy Liu moved to San
Diego to attend college.

Five years later, she obtained her

Master of Arts in Sociology at San Diego State University.
Looking to learn more about her Chinese heritage, Dr. Liu
-more-

taught in Taiwan in 1972, followed by a trip to China in
1982; an experience that influenced her life.
The topic of her dissertation for her doctorate from UCSD
was "The Impact of the Cultural Revolution on Chinese Society,
1982."

This past summer, Dr. Liu returned to China and is now

well known as an expert on this changing country, focusing on
women and the social revolution.
She has also done extensive research on the Chinese in
San Diego for the San Diego Historical Society, as well as
studies on the educational needs of Hispanics in San Diego.
Dr. Liu is planning a return trip to China to teach during a
sabbatical from USD in 1991.
As an associate professor for the Sociology Department at

(

USD, she clearly gets the greatest satisfaction from teaching.
"Some of the nicest things students have said is that they
want to do well on my exams, not because it's the grade, but
because they want to do it for me.

They don't want me to be

disappointed that they didn't get anything out of the class.
That's the greatest form of flattery."

Note: Professor Liu will be honored during USD's Homecoming
Class Reunion on Oct. 12, just prior to National Higher
Education Week (Oct. 14-20). For more information, please
call Maria Martinez-Cosio at 260-4681.

